PROJECT TITLE
Informed Consent Form

Purpose of the Study:

Include your name, discipline, and institutional affiliation. The description of the purpose of your study does not need to be exhaustive. For example, you do not need to include your research hypotheses in the description of the purpose.

What will be done:

Include a step-by-step description of what the participant will do. Include the amount of time that you anticipate the study will require. Put your description in second person (e.g., you will complete a 25-question survey about your opinions about friendship).
Benefits of this Study:

List any potential benefits of the study for the participant, including the opportunity to contribute to knowledge about the subject matter, monetary compensation, the chance to win a prize in a drawing, extra credit for a course, etc. 
Risks or discomforts:

List any physical or psychological discomforts that a participant might experience (beyond what you would expect the participant to encounter in daily life). Even if you do not anticipate that participants will experience risk or discomfort, inform the participant that if s/he feels uncomfortable, s/he may withdraw from the study.

Anonymity and Confidentiality:
Anonymity can be guaranteed ONLY if no one (including researchers) can identify the participant. Anonymity is usually possible only in mail or Internet surveys.  
Describe how you will maintain confidentiality of the participant’s participation and data. This includes a description of who will have access to the data (usually only researchers involved in the study), a description of procedures to separate identifying information from responses (e.g., storing informed consent forms separately from data, assigning each participant a number not connected to his/her name), and a description of data storage procedures (e.g., stored in a locked room in Luther Hall).
Decision to quit at any time:  

Inform the participant that s/he is free to withdraw from the study at any time without penalty. Inform the participant that if s/he chooses to withdraw from the study, s/he will still receive extra credit, compensation for travel (if offered to all participants), etc. If the participant is a patient or student, inform the participant that withdrawing from the study will not affect his/her treatment or grade.

How the findings will be used:
Describe how the results will be used and the settings in which the results might be presented. Include a description of possible future uses of the dataset.
Example: The results of the study will be used for scholarly purposes only. The results from the study will be presented in educational settings and at professional conferences, and the results might be published in a professional journal in the field of psychology. Because we will ask you about a number of different issues, it is likely that we will use your data to address multiple questions regarding the topic of friendships.
Contact information:

Include contact information for the primary investigator, faculty supervisor, and the chairperson of the Wartburg College Human and Animal Research Review Committee.

Your signature below shows that you understand the above and agree to participate in this focus group discussion.

Please print your name
___________________________
Witness signature ______________________
Please sign your name
___________________________
Date ____________

