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Course Description

Latinos that live in the United States make up our largest minority.  Their contribution to the rich multicultural experience of the U.S is widely acknowledged.  This course integrates the reading and discussion of Latino authors and viewing of films about Latinos with a structured approach to Spanish composition and conversation. Through our class discussions we will arrive at topics for short compositions. Grammar will be studied as a means for improving our conversational and compositional proficiency. The class will be conducted in Spanish.

Required Texts

García, Cristina.  Soñar en cubano.

Ortiz Cofer, Judith.  La línea del sol.

Rivera, Tomás.  …y no se lo tragó la tierra.

Shorris, Earl.  Latinos: A Biography of the People.

Optional Text

Dozier et. al.  Manual de gramática, 3rd ed.

Course Guidelines

The exams will be given on the days indicated in the course schedule. Any student that does not come to class because of an emergency or illness must present valid documentation to the professor as soon as possible. The quizzes will be given unannounced, there will be no make-ups, except for documented absences. For an illness there should be a note from a doctor or clinic. Other types of emergencies must be documented in like manner utilizing official letterhead etc. Only after the documentation has been provided will the student be allowed to complete the exam or quiz.

Exams

There will be a midterm exam and a final exam. The midterm exam and the final will be cumulative.

Oral Exams

The oral exams are taken in groups using topic guidelines supplied by the professor. The topics are taken from our classroom discussions. Good notes taken during the discussions should be very helpful in preparing for the oral exams.  Each individual demonstrates her/his proficiency in spoken Spanish and comprehension of the material. Each student is graded individually. 

Quizzes

There will be brief 10-minute quizzes throughout the semester. They will give you the opportunity to demonstrate your level of preparation for the assigned material in both grammar and reading. The quizzes are unannounced.

Participation/Attendance

Class time provides an opportunity for in-depth inquiry into the readings and a review of grammar. Without the participation of class members these discussions are not possible. If a student does not attend class, nor will s/he be able to participate. For that reason the professor will include an evaluation of attendance and participation as a part of the semester grade. Any unexcused absence from class beyond three will result in the loss of 1% from the student’s final grade.

Papers

As a part of the work that you will do outside of class there is the assignment of writing 3 papers. These should be 2-3 pages in length, double-spaced, MLA style. Cite at least one source and prepare a ‘Obras Citadas.’ The intent is that after carefully reading an author, you will take time to reflect and be able to organize your response in a brief synthesis. I will look for complete information, relevant discussion, good organization, as well as, a fluid and expressive use of Spanish. Late work will receive a lower grade. The general topics for the papers will be discussed in class.

Evaluation

Quizzes 






20%

Oral Exams (2)





20%

Papers (3)






30%

Exams (2)






30%

Programa

Semana 1

martes, 7
No hay clase

jueves, 9
Introducción general




Manual de gramática 1.1-1.5: Los componentes de la frase (páginas 310-1)



La línea del sol, introducción




Latinos, introducción




Nueba Yol: Película

Semana 2


martes, 14
MG 1.6-1.13: Cláusulas

“Mengano de Puerto Rico,” 77-94



La línea (1), 1-24

jueves, 16
MG 1.14-1.22: La sílaba

La línea (2), 24-45

Semana 3

martes, 21
MG 1.23- 1.32: Acentos

“True Revolution,” 121-45



La línea (3), 48-77

jueves, 23
MG 1.33- 1.36: Acentos

La línea (4), 108-35

Ensayo 1:  para el 7 de octubre

Semana 4

martes, 28
MG 2.1- 2.5: Sustantivos

“Christ, Quetzalcóatl, Santa Barbara, and That Old Time Religion,” 362-80



La línea (5), 161-72

jueves, 30
MG 2.6-2.8: "A" personal

La línea (6), 173-95

Semana 5
martes, 5
MG 2.9- 2.13: Artículos

“The Wall,” 213-28



La línea (7), 196-221



Examen oral

jueves, 7
MG 2.14- 2.18: Adjetivos

La línea (8), 256-80

Examen oral



Entregar ensayo 1

Semana 6

martes, 12
MG 2.19- 2.22:Adjetivos

Latinos: selección estudiantil (1)



La línea (9), 281-302
jueves, 14
MG 3.1- 3.8: Pronombres

…y no se lo entregó la tierra (1), 5-21



…y no se lo entregó la tierra: Película

Semana 7

martes, 19
MG 3.9-3.14: Pronombres

“Zutano de Mexico,” 95-110



la tierra (2), 22-40

jueves, 21
MG 3.15- 3.25: Pronombres

la tierra (3), 41-52

Conferencias

Semana 8

martes, 26
MG 3.26-3.30: Pronombres

Latinos: selección estudiantil (2)

la tierra (4), 53-71

Conferencias

jueves, 28
Día feriado

Semana 9


martes, 2
MG 3.31- 3.36: Pronombres

la tierra (5), 72-87

Ensayo 2: para el 18 de noviembre


Repaso para examen parcial
jueves, 4
EXAMEN PARCIAL
Semana 10

martes, 9
MG 3.37- 3.43: Pronombres

“Fulano de Cuba,” 62-76



Soñar en cubano (1), 15-31



Memorias del subdesarrollo: película

jueves, 11
MG 4.1- 4.7: Preposiciones

Soñar (2), 33-56
Semana 11

martes, 16
MG 4.8- 4.17: Preposiciones

Latinos: selección estudiantil (3)

Soñar (3), 85-107

jueves, 18
MG 4.18- 4.21: Preposiciones

Soñar (4), 173-96



Entregar ensayo 2

Semana 12

martes, 23
MG 4.22- 4.26: Adverbios

“Latinos for Sale,” 229-243



Soñar (5), 197-217



Ensayo 3, para el 9 de diciembre
jueves, 25
Día de acción de gracias

Semana 13

martes, 30
MG 4.27- 4.30: Adverbios

Latinos: selección estudiantil (4)



Soñar (6), 225-44

Examen oral 

jueves, 2
MG 4.31- 4.36: Conjunciones

Soñar (7), 245-70



Examen oral
Semana 14

martes, 7
MG 4.37- 4.38: Repaso

“An Experiment in Democracy”, 406-29



Soñar (8), 281-301

jueves, 9
Soñar (9), 301-23

Repaso



Entregar ensayo 3
Semana 15

martes, 14
EXAMEN FINAL @ 11:30- 1:30
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