Wartburg College Community Builders continues into an expanded second year.
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WAVERLY (IOWA) - "Community Builders: Fostering Intergenerational Civic Engagement," one of 13 projects funded nationally be the Consortium for the Advancement of Private Higher Education, continues its second year with an expanded cohort of participants.  This year all sixth graders in the W-SR school distirct will participate as well as a significantly larger proportion of students for the Bremwood Lutheran Children’s Home.  

According to project director Fred Waldstein, the project fits well with Wartburg's definition of leadership, "taking responsibility for our communities and making them better through public action." Its three objectives include building an intergenerational learning community, addressing specific educational needs and interests of all participants and recognizing the talents and skills of all participants.


"This project helps demonstrate that we all have needs communities can satisfy and that all of us have the capacity to contribute to the quality of community life," Waldstein noted.


Approximately 65 Wartburg students in leadership and community sociology classes will participate in the project throughout the 2002-03 academic year. They will work with fifth graders at Longfellow Elementary School in Waterloo, all sixth graders from the Waverly-Shell Rock School District, students from Bremwood, residents of the Bartels Lutheran Retirement Community and other citizens in the Waverly and Shell Rock communities.

"They will form learning communities comprised of six to 10 individuals who represent each of the project's constituent groups," Waldstein explained. 

Elementary students and Bremwood students will benefit from tutoring and mentoring programs targeted primarily at reading and technology literacy. They will learn how to send and retrieve e-mail, access World Wide Web sites, and use technology to present ideas and information. The project will also promote a sense of pride and a sense of belonging through community involvement. The students, in turn, will provide real-world experiences for Wartburg students interested in teaching careers and contribute to college students' and senior citizens' understanding of what youth understand and value in a community.


Adult citizen volunteers will enhance their Internet skills and use them in working on this project. They will also benefit from broader opportunities for community participation and intergenerational engagement. They, in turn, will serve as mentors and tutors for the younger constituents.


"Their life experiences will help other participants develop an appreciation for changes that have occurred in communities over time and how these changes have impacted civic engagement and our sense of civic responsibility," Waldstein said.


